
For ihr New-York Tribune.
TO Mi* MOTHER.

My Mother! on thy fading brow u nuny a mark of care.

The tale of Life's eventful scen*s is deeply written there ;

And day by d»y s voice there comes, to whisper unf0 v>"'

That Time hath for my Manhood claimed the y*ars of Ar»
from thee.

AdiI now when in maturer yeir*. rj»ncene*ofYoath 1 trace,

And mark the saddened smile that oft will steal across thy

The memory ofmy wayward way is darkly round me thrown,

To whisper that by acuof mine thatsini!« hath »add»rciowL .

Oh ! cold, indeed, would be my heart, did it refuse to thrill,
When I recall thy love for me, that lives unchanging still '.

That oVr my si irit ever threw, when I had sought it* rower,

A spell as sweet as thoughts of Heaven, in melancholy hour!

Bow oft when others faithless proved, and I've gone forth to

feel,
Amid the world's discordant throng, a loneness o'er me steal.

Hath sweet remembrance given me for these poor friends of

mine,
The thought, that as thtirJove grew faint, i: only deepened

thine !

Ie all th< Miss which I have Alt.in all the woes of Care,

Thy heart, responsive to my own, would joys and sorrows

share ;
And when my love to others turned, and cold to theebadgrown,
My wanderings but seemed to mike thine live for me alone !

Then, Mother! be it mine to i.ive a purer love to thee.

A love as holy and as strong a* thiue has bren for rn* ;

Striving to deepen all thy bliss, and every grief assaage,
And solace with my better rears the loneness of thine Age

A. D. K. R.

(Slimnsrs at Europe.
Number XXVI.] [Bv a Traveling New-Yorker.

Foreign Correspondence of the New«York Tribune.
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VENICE.PLACE of st. mark.AUSTRIAN TYRAN¬

NY.CHURCH OF ST. mark.

Your first glimpse of Venice from the distant
shore of Fusina, shows you a glittering mass of

domes, towers and palaces, rising from the sea,
like a fairy exh alation. You almost expect to see

it sink again into the element from whose bosom
it seems to have sprung, or to find it sailing off
before the wind, or fading out into nothingness.
But as 30U approach it1 in your noiseless gondola,
the city shows itself too real and substantial tobe
a creation of fancy ; but still you are lost in ad¬
miration of the fortitude of the fugitives from the
devastating Goths, who abandoned the earth to

their irresistible conqueror, but contested the sea

with the'monsters of the deep, and founded a city
in mid-ocean. The structures increase in majes¬
ty and splendor as you approach them, and at

length you enter the Grand Canal, (the main ar¬

tery of the great body, with countless smaller
veins of water branching off on either side,) and
gliding up this trackless street, as smoothly, si¬

lently, as in a dream, you pass by palace after
palace, of strange oriental architecture, with
their fronts washed by the waves of the sea, and

hearing names of ancient greatness which thrill

you with excitement, when you recall to mind
the achievements and the fates of those who
once dwelt here. Over the side canals you see

many bridges, but the main channel hears none,
till you reach a broad massive arch which spans
it at one stretch, and as you shoot beneath its
shadow, the gondolier says, " The Rialto ."' As

you emerge from under it, }-ou peer eagerly among
the crowd moving around the shops, which still
line its sides, and almost expect to see there
Shylock himself. At length you turn aside from
the Grand Canal, and your gondola winds

through various smaller watcr-strects, which seem

to you a perfect labyrinth, but by which you arc

brought to your hotel, in the court of which arc

two doors, one, (by which you have entered,) la¬

belled " Egress by water," and the other "Egress
by land," giving to the amphibious inhabitants
their choice of cither clement.
Though r.ight had now come on, we were too

impatient to delay till the next day the view of
the famous Piazza di San Marco, and accord¬

ingly passed out by the " land door," and trav¬

ersed the " land-streets" of Venice. They arc

narrow and winding, and arc lined by very lofty
houses, whose lower stories arc occupied by shops,
crowded into such confined limits, as show7 how
valuable is, or rather was, every foot of the ground
wrested from the sea. Broad flag stones pave
their whole width, which is all foot-path, for no

horses or carriages ever intrude here, and the pe¬
destrian has the entire monopoly of the street,
without fear of being run down at every instant,
.a luxurious freedom which is an unique excep¬
tion on the continent. After several turns from
one dark and narrow lane into another, we pass¬
ed under a broad archway, and suddenly emerged
into the startling magnificence of the Piazza di
San Marco. Behind us was a palace forming the
side of the square through which wehad entered ;

on our left hand stretched out the palace of the
Procurazic Vecchie, standing on an arcade of

fifty arches, and extending for live hundred feet

along one side of the Place. On your right hand
was the corresponding colonnade of the. Palazzo
Reale, bustling with gay crowds of every nation;
but as our eyes passed along the long range of
brilliant lights which lined the fronts of the two

opposite palaces, they were met at the farther ex¬

tremity of the Place, by the gorgeous eastern

splendor of the arches, columns, and domes of
the Church of San Marco, while in one corner

rose the tall tower of the Campanile, and on the

opposite side that of the Horologe. The whole
world beside cannot present such a spectacle.

Crossing the square to its farther right-hand
corner, you there fiad a smaller Piazza, or Piaz-
zetta, one side of which is formed by the Palace
of the Doges, and another by the sea, on which
once rode so triumphantly the galleys of the Ve¬

netian Republic. Two granite columns, trophies
from Constantinople, adorn one extremity of the
Piazzetta, and the piers of the gate of St. John
of Acre, brought from that city by its conqueror,
stands opposite. Every thing reminds you of the
former greatness of the Venetian Republic, now

become a slave of Austrian tyranny. Returning
from the dimly lighted Piazzetta, and passing the
Church of San Marco, which seems a relic of

another hemisphere, and almost of another world,
you enter the arcades under the palaces, which
arc lined with brilliant cafis, before which are

lounging crowds of every nation, among which
are most conspicuous the Turks, with their tur¬

bans and pipes, and the Greeks, with their red
Fez caps and embroidered jackets. The gaiety7
of the Piazza is in striking contrast to the gloom
which hangs over the rest of Venice; but it is
the gaiety of aliens, and in all the crowd you
seldom sec any one who looks as if he might be a

Venetian noble ; the few who remain arc too proud
to expose their degradation to the world. Guitar
players and singers pass and repass, performing
their national airs, and singing comic canzonets,
which those who understand the dialect receive
with shouts of laughter. Sellers of iced drinks
and candied fruits fill up the symphonies with
their cries, while the pretty flower-girls, instead

pf crying their wares, slily slip a bouquet into

f j our bosom, and leave their pay tu your liberality,
j Presently a military band of fifty musicians take

up their stations inthc centre of the great Place,
and perform the very finest gcrr-- of Italian and

German music with the most perfect execution.

It is thus that the Austrian government strives to

." take the captive soul and lap it in Elysium ;"
and if the Venetians can be thus soothed, it is no

wonder that a stranger is entirely fascinated by
the unique mixture of actual enjoyments and ro¬

mantic beauties concentrated in this Piazza di
San Marco, whose mysterious charm attracted
me to it every day of my stay in Venice, and to

which I find my memory return oftcner than to

any other spot of my rambles.
The next day we returned to \ iew more in de-

tail the many interesting object's clustered about
the Piazza. It was still most picturesque, but

the light of day showed what had been unnoticed
in the night.a row of Austrian cannon pointing
upon the square, ready to sweep from it tiie peo¬
ple, if their assemblages should offend their Aus¬

trian masters. Worse yet.the odious Austrian
colors.the black and yellow stripes.were paint¬
ed upon the very columns of the palace of the

Doges, as if they wished to add insult to injury.
When their tyranny makes the I 'ood of a stran¬

ger boil, can the Venetians themselves be un¬

moved ? But chained hand and fool by their

jealous masters, they can do nothing. Voder the
Austrian svstem of espionage, throughout the
Lombardo.Venetian kingdom, brothe r is afraid of
brother. Walls have cars, and ma ;-bags have

eyes. A regular department of tue Post-Office is
that for opening letters, mid in it arc ' readers"
of every nation, each for his own («nguage. If
this letter were mailed in Venice, it would never

reach New-York, and I might be invited to leave
the Kingdom within four-and-twenty hours, as

happened at Milan loan English friend, who was

so indiscreet as to say what he thought of the
Austrian Government. That was fair enough,
for when a stranger voluntarily enters a country
of slaves, he tacitly consents to be dumb as they
are forced to be; but when a country is enslaved

by brute force, as has been the fate of Venice, the
inhabitants may well chafe to have the bridle put
in their mouths as well as the burden on their
backs; and feeling their present impotence, and
remembering their former power, weil may they
exclaim with the great poet who was so long
their fellow citizen,
" Oil lor one hour of bliml old D uiilolo!

Tli' octogenarian Chief, Byzantium's conquerii.c foe I"
But it is in vain to invoke the memories of the

past; let us rather mount the Campanile, and see

what Venice is at present. There are no steps,
but the ascent is by an inclined plane, running
round the four sides of the tower, like the thread
of a square screw. The summit commands a

magnificent view of Venice and its surrounding
islands. You here sec that the city lies in the
centre of a lagoon, which is divided from the sea

by the Lido and other islands, precisely as a

closet is shut olFby a partition from a large room.

In the midst of this lie the islands on which the

fugitives from Attila founded their infant city,
which subsequently occupied not only the islands,
but the intermediate shallows, leaving only the
channels as water-streets, so that the canals, in¬
stead of being excavations, arc only depths left
Unfilled. BctWeCTi the two principal inlands

(those of the Rialto and of Sat Marco) winds the
Grand Canal, very much in the shape of the let¬
ter S., and smaller ones intersect the city in every
direction. Every spot is covered with houses,but
in one corner you see a few trees, those of the
Giardino Publico, and their singularly solitary
look first reminds you how rare such things are

in Venice. The domes of the many fine churches
and their bell-towers, arc the most conspicuous
objects, both in the city and in the neighboring
islands, but the most remarkable of them is San
Marco at your feet with its five cupolas, its
masque-like minarets, and oriental architecture,
as if it had been bodily transported hither from

Constantinople.
Descending from the Campanile, you find your¬

self before the Church, whose mystic splendor is
unparalleled in Christendom. Its front is incrust-
cd, as it were, with five hundred columns of pre¬
cious marbles; of every color, black, white, brae,
red, purple, and gold veined; of every shape,
round, square, polygonal lluted and twisted ; and
some with Syrian inscri, ons. These arc all tro¬

phies of Venetian conqcc&t, brought by the vic¬
tors from the East, and consecrated by them to
San Marco, the patron .;aintof the city. Scarce¬
ly any two arc alike ; all have their histories; and
those flanking the principal p.»rtal arc said to
have been brought from the i nplc of Jerusalem
itself. Over the doors arc oo.ossal mosaic pic¬
tures of various sacred subjects, and their colors
are as brilliant now as v. hen they were first exe¬

cuted. Upon the principal portal stand] the fa¬
mous bronze hordes which have seen the rise and
full of so many mighty empires. At first they
were emblems of the power ox the Grecian Isle
of Chios; there they were harnessed to a chariot,
which surmounted the triumphal arch of Nero;
Theodosius transferred thfcin from Rome to Con¬
stantinople; and the Venetian conqueror of By¬
zantium brought them thence in 1204 to the
island-city, where they long represented her em¬

pire, so that the enemies of Venice could find no

more expressive threat than that of " bridling
these wild horses." For ¦six centuries they stood
in their present position, byt when Napoleon over¬

threw Venice, he currk.; off the horses to Paris.
They arc now restored, hut unhappily they seem
no longer to be talismans of sovereignly, for they
have not brought back with them liberty to Ve¬
nice. Whether these trophies and emblems of
war are appropriately placed over the entrance of
a church sacred to a religion of peace is another
question.

Entering the church you find yourself in a

vestibule, adorned with columns, mosaics, and
monuments, but its most interesting memento is
a lozenge of reddish marLc let Lito the pavement,
and said to mark the precise spot where occurred
in the year 1177 a great triumph of liberty and of
superstition, which for once were found together.
Al ter a bloody war of 21 years the Emperor Fre¬
derick Barbarossa had consented to acknowledge
the independence of Venice and the authority of
the Pope Alexander III. In this church "the
Pope said a solemn mass, and absolved the Em¬
peror from the ban of excommunication, and in
th is very vestibule Barbarossa prostrated himself
before the Pope, who here, if tradition say true,
placed Iiis foot upon the head of the Emperor
(which rested upon the very spot marked by this
bit of marble) and triumphantly repeated the
words of the Psalm " Thou shalt tread upon the

lion and adder.'' In this land one may find in¬
deed " sermons in stones."
The interior of the church has all the strange

oriental richness of its front. Its roof and walls
are covered with mosaic pictures upon a gold
ground, so that it seems completely lined with that
previous metal. Many of the mosaics: probably
date from the foundation of the church, eight cen¬

turies ago, but this species of painting Time
dares not attack. The very pavement is une¬

qualled elsewhere, for it is most richly tessclatcd
and inlaid with precious marbles of every color
and species, combined in remarkable varieties of
forms, in stars, suns, crosses, and nameless figures*
in which the artist has wonderfully united regu¬
larity with novelty. Any portion would make a

noble table for a Prince, and this rich work is
lavished upon the whole pavement, to be trodden
upon by every beggar that may enter. Imagine
from this the splendor of the other portions of the
church. In some places the pavement undulates
like the waves of the sea, the pressure of which
has indeed thus disturbed its level, as if that cle¬
ment had striven to enter and share in the cele¬
bration of the many triumphs achieved upon its
bosom, and solemnized in this church.

Leaving- behind you the elaborate carving of
the altar and rood.loft, and the curiosities of the
smaller chapels, and quitting th? church, you see

in front of it three massive bronze pedestals, en¬

riched with emblematic designs of sea-nymphs
and Tritons, and supporting three tall masts,
from which used to float the silk and gold banners
of the Venetian Republic. The three were said
to represent Venice, Cyprus, and the Morea, all
ruled by the same Republican powers. Now
each has a di Acrent master, and the Venetian no¬

ble who now crosses the Piazza di San Marco
must keep his eyes upon the ground, for if he
look up he will sec the masts not flaglcss.that
m. it be borne.but spreading to the wind the
bro4 " folds of the flags of his Austrian tyrants.

YV. M. G.

Constitutional Reform... NOi I.

CHANCERY, kC.

Il is now nearly a quarter of a century since
the adoption of the present State Constitution,
since which it has received some unimportant
amendments by the action'of the Legislature; but
the popular attention has not till recently been
turned to the necessity of a general revision.

In the mean time original defects have ha.d

time to develop themselves ; evils, then unantici¬

pated, have had time to become apparent; and
restrictions of powers, then thought sufficient, have
been found to be ineffectual.

It has been found that the provision requiring
a vote of two-thirds of the Legislature " to ap¬
propriate public moneys or property to local or

private purposes, or for creating a body politic or

corporate," is one that may be violated at the
pleasure of the Legislature ; and that there is no

tribunal to check the tendency of the Legislature
to pass the Constitutional boundaries of its power,
but one composed almost entirely of the members
of one branch of the Legislature itself.not likely
as judges to decide that their own acts as Legis¬
lators were infractions of the Constitution.

Besides, it has been found that the Judicial sys.
tern of the State is illy adopted to the wants of
the people. Lawyers complain of delays ; liti¬
gants of the injustice of decisions., and unfortunate
debtors and those having business of mere form
in our Courts, complain of unnecessary and un¬

reasonable prolixity and expense.
Our system is such, too, as to perpetuate the

distinction between what is Law and what is

Equity.a distinction that in this age ought no

longer to be tolerated, but which must exist while
wc have one set of tribunals to administer Equity
and another to administer Law.
One set of these tribunals ought tobe dispensed

with, and such powers devolved upon the others
as to enable them to administer such law as is
equitable and such equity as is legal.

Since the adoption of our present Constitution
our Courts of Chancery have been practically in¬
creased from one to ten, and a vast amount of
business before then transacted by the Law
Courts diverted to these dilatory and expensive
tribunals, until partly by statute enactments, ;tnd

partly by its own encroachments upon the jurisdic¬
tion td~ the laws Courts, it has been made to appear
that our Chancery business has increased eight
hundred or a thousand per cent, in about twenty
years, and equaling (if the number of Chancellors
employed afford any criterion) the whole Chancery
business of England.
Merc formal proceedings for the partition of lands,

the assignment of dower, the foreclosure of mort¬

gages, for appointing trustees or guardians over the
estates of lunatics, insane persons, and habitual
drunkards, and proceedings even to enforce the
collection of the judgments of the law Courts, arc

constantly employing a tribunal originally estab¬
lished for, and for a long time engaged solely in,
aflbrdmg relief in cases that could not be relieved
by the Courts of common law jurisdiction.

In these Courts the one Judge decides the law,
the equity and the facts; the trial by jury and
testimony by parole in face of the Judge who is
to decide, are dispensed with ; and questions in¬
volving personal liberty, and millions in amount,
decided upon testimony presented to the trying

j tribunal in such manner as to give a felon witness
the same credence as an honest man.

The delay and expense attending proceedings
in these Courts arc incident to the formal and
ceremonious practice by which our two hundred

! printed rules arc deemed necessary by the Chan¬
cellor to inform suitors how equity is to be ob¬
tained in these tribunals.
Numerous as are these so called equity tribu¬

nals, an increase of two Chancellors with juris¬
diction concurrent with the present Chancellor is
recommended by the Governor, and various other
propositions are now before the Legislature for
such amendments of the Constitution as will in¬
crease these Courts instead of abolishing those
that now exist. Is it not time for the people
themselves to begin to understand a subject so

imj)ortaut, and inquire whether the extraordinary
power devolved upon Chancellors is not repugnant
to free institutions, and whether the immense ex¬

penses of the s» called Equity Courts cannot be
saved to the community without a denial of
J ustice ?

In future numbers I may show the progress of
Chancery power in this State, the causes and the
consequences, and the necessity of a Convention
to amend the Constitution in respect to this and
several other subjects. A. B.

Washington L. Atlee, M. D., of Lancasterhas been elected Professor of Medical Chemistry inthe Pennsylvania College, at Philadelphia.

For the Tribune.
Annexation of Texas.

The introduction of Texas into our Federal
Union is advocated exclusively, I believe, by the
Southern Abstractionists and .Strict Construction-
ist?, of whom Jefferson may be considered th*
idol, and Calhoun and Tyler the high-priests.
Of the sincerity of Mr. Jefferson in his views of
the Constitution, I have no doubt. He was uni¬
form and consistent in maintaining them, and
was never known to abandon them when they
happened to interfere with any favorite purpose j
or object of his own. But Mr. Calhoun and
John Tyler have subjected themselves to more
than the suspicion of hypocrisy m the use they
have made of Mi. Jefferson's principle s.

Mr. Jefferson is well known to have believed
and to have maintained that Congress possessed
no powers except those which are conferred upon
them by the express words of the Constitution.
He equally believed that the President could do
no act unless he was expressly authorized to do
it by that instrument. When he was applied to
to recommend a national fast, he refused to do so,
because he found no authority to doit inthc Con-
stitution. And, if I mistake not, John Tyler.
under the sage counsel of the Richmond Enqui-
rer, has refused to do the same thing, for the same

reason.
It was in consequence of the solicitude of the

School of which Mr. Jefferson was the head, to

guard against the assumption of powers not ex-

pressly conferred upon the Federal Government
by the Constitution, that the following umend-
ment of the Constitution was adopted: .. The
powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are\
reserved to the S'ates respectively, or tithe Peo-

I pic." This amendment was proposed by Con.
gress to the States on the fourth day of March,

j 1839, the very day when the Federal Govcrn-
ment was first organized.

For this principle of strict construction, we arc

indebted to Southern Abstractionists, and we of
'the North have always seen it most vigorously
insisted upon whenever its relax ition would have
been likely to benefit our portion of the Union.
By its application our great Commercial and Man-
ufacturing interests have been crushed. The

j Bank was broken down, because it was unconsti¬
tutional ; the Tariff was broken down, because it
was unconstitutional. And in vain did we plead
that the (Government, in all its brunches, Execu¬
tive, Legislative, and Judicial, had repeatedly re¬

cognized the Tariff and the Bank as constitu¬
tional.
And now the South wishes to have Texas an¬

nexed to the Union. It is a Southern measure ;
it is for their interest. We of the North arc op¬
posed to it; we regard it as a clear violation of
the Federal Compact; wc find no authority for it
in the Constitution, express or implied; wc think
it would leave us a country not worth living in :

a country disgraced throughout in all its parts by
the voluntary adoption and establishment of the
Institution of Slavery.

Does the South pause to inquire whether it is
constitutional ? Oh, no.they do not condescend
to discuss the matter at all; they do not even

deign to take us of the North into their counsels.
They have long ago separately resolved that Tex¬
as is to he admitted ; and, without the knowledge
of the North, they have been secretly intriguing
and negotiating for its admission; they are on

the eve of a Treaty with that country for the pur¬
pose.

But Texas will not be admitted into tills Union
without a struggle.a struggle which will begin
peaceably, but the end of which it is not so easy
to foresee. We shall first plant ourselves upon
the Constitution.a ground which the South have
so often occupied.and wc shall insist upon pre¬
cisely the same measure as has been meted to us.

Mr. Jefferson is the authority always invoked
by the South when the construction of the Consti¬
tution is in question. And upon the admission of
Texas, Mr. Jefferson is an authority exactly in
point.

It is well known that about the year 1 SOI
Spain ceded a vast tract of territory, including
New Orleans, to France. Up to this time our

citizens in the valley of the Mississippi had en-

joyed every commercial facility and the right of
tiepositing their goods and produce at New Or.
leans. It was a privilege then indispensably ne¬

cessary to them. They had no other outlet to
the Ocean and, then never expected any other.
Immediately after the cession by Spain to France,
this privilege was taken away.and it may well
he imagined what were the consequences antici¬
pated by our government from this new state of
things. Mr. Jefferson justly regarded New Or¬
leans, or the right of a place of deposit at the out¬
let of the Mississippi, as indispensably necessary
to the United States; and he foresaw that if'it
remained in possession of an ambitious and pow¬
erful nation like l'rance, it must be the cause of
perpetual collision and war. In his own lan¬
guage " there is on the globe but one single spot,
the possessor of which must be our natural and
habitual enemy. It is New Orleans, through
which the produce of three-eighths of our terri¬
tory must pass to market, and from its fertility it
will ere long yield more than half of our whole
produce, and contain more than half of our in-
habitants. France, placing herself in that door
assumes to us the attitude of defiance."

Mr. Jefferson, conscious of the vast impor-
tance of possessing New Orleans, the moment
the first collision occurred, set himself about its
acquisition. He directed our Minister at Paris
at once to treat for and obtain it if possible. He
did so and succeeded. Mr. Jefferson did not con-
suit with Congress or the Nation, because he

j feared that discussion here would only open the
eyes of France to its immense value to us, and
that that needy power would be induced to de¬
mand more than we should be able to pay.
But Mr. Jefferson well knew that he was ex-

cceding his powers and that the acquisition of
territory was not a power delegated to the Federal
Government by the Constitution. He feit and
declared that he could tind no justification for his

j conduct except in the extreme emergency and
necessity of the case, and that it could only be
sanctioned by an amendment of the Constitution,

j It was not that we wanted the territory, but that
I wc could not live nor breathe without New Or-
leans.New Orleans was all that our Minister at
Paris was directed to negotiate for.but contrary
to his expectations he not only got New Orleans
without difficulty but a boundless territory into
the bargain.

Let us hear what Mr. Jefferson had to say im¬
mediately after New Orleans was ceded to us.
In a letter to Mr. Breckenridge, dated Aug. 12th,
1803. which will be found in the 3rd volume of
his works, p. 51-1, he says:

.. Ti.is treaty must of course Ue laid before both Homes, ba-
canse both htve important fraction* to exercise respecting it.
They, 1 presume, will shew th-irduty to then country in rat¬
ifying ind paying Cor it, so as to secure a good which wou'd
otherwise robably be never ngain ia their power. But 1 su;>
pose tnev must then appeal to the nation for an additional ar¬
ticle to the Constitution, approving and ctiif.rmiu.; an act
winch the nation has not previously authorized. The Consti¬
tution has madeno ; roviaion for our holding foreign territory,
still less forincorporating foreign nations iut« our Union. The
txrcutive m sriimit the iugitiTr *ccurrejce4V\hieb so much
advances the, good oi Uieu country, has done an act b«yond
the Constitution Th- Legislature, in casting behind them
metaphysical subtleties, and risking themselves like faiüiful
servants, most iatii\ and pay ior it, and throw liiemselves on
.Iwir country for doing for th»m unauthorized, what we know
tin v would run - d jue for themselves, had they b'eu in a situ
ationtodoit- !t is the case of a guardian, investing the mo-

;.rv oi his ward in rurchasiuir an important adj set-ut territory,
anti-saying to tum. when ofage, I d.l tins lor your k'ood ; 1
pretend to no light to bin.' you ; you rruy disavow ase. and 1
mast getout of the scrape as I can: I thoaeht it my duty to
risk myselffor you. But we shiil not bedisavowed by :ih

nation, ami their :ct of indemnity will confirm and not weak¬
en the Constitution, by more strongly working out its
llt.es.**

In a letter to W. C. Nicholas dated Sept. 7th,
1803 (4 Jefferson's works 2) he says :

I enclose yon a letter fi.-m Munroe on the subject of the
late treaty : You will observe a hint in it, t-> do without delay
what we are bound to do. There is reason, in the opinion of
our Ministers, to brliev-, th at if tiie thing were to do ov-.-r
again, it a.u'd not be obtained, aud that if we give the- least
opening, they will decree the tieaty void. A warning unouut-
ia£ to this has been a\na to '.hem, aad an auusuilkind of

fflnTr*tfBmiwisM iswiiiiIiiiiimmsmim fiiMtfiisw i

grmTlliffWill m'lll.U

s^-ter written bv ir;-ir Minister to onr Secretary of State, di-
.«(... WhatevVi Congrtss shall :hir.k it necessary to do,
should be done with as little debite as potsil I-. and particu¬
larly »o fax is respects the constitutional difficulty. I am

..s the ! i* e r»f the observations yen nuke on trie power
civrn by che t .institution to Congress, to adroit new »Mtes

ito üm Csior, v\ ithout re>t aining the subject t.» the territ
t en constituting the United Sstat-s. But vsheu I consider that
. limits f ::- United States are precisely fixed by thetreary
of 1783, that the Consitutiou expressly declares ltseJi to be
made for the 17. Starts. 1 cannot heb believing the intention
wi« i.'' t<» j^rmi:1' ---

' admit i:it-> the L lioii iir w Sta s,
which -euulube f >rmed out of the territory for w* ich.and un¬
der whose authority ahme, they were then acting I d«» not be¬
lieve it was meant that they might receive England, Ireland;
Hi Hand. &c. into it. which would b« thecaseonöurconstruc«
lion". When an instrument admits two constructions, the <>ne

safe, th* othei dangerous, tl»e one precise. theothexin*iefinite,l
I refer th it v\ Inch is safe and precise. I had rather ?>k an en¬

largement of power from die nation, wl.ere it is found neces*
.sir/, than to assume it bv const notion, which would nuke
oar powers boundless. Our peculiar security is in the pos¬
session of a wiilten Constitution. Let as not nuke it a blank
pa; r try construction. I say the same as ri the opinion Ol
th< se v o consider :>»e grant of th- treaty-making power as
bound >s- If it is. then we have no'Cohstitutioni ¦' If it Ins
bounds, thev can be no otheis than th-Jefi itions of the pow¬
ers which that instrument ^ives. [t specifies and delineates
the operati as permitted to the Kedt ra! Uovernm> it. a_ii sx> -

.1! die ; >wers necessary m carry tnese into execution. Whit-
ever ol rh-se enumerated objects is proper Ibra law, Congress
may make the law/, whatever is proper to be executed by way
of a treaty, the President and S-i.ate may enter into the trea¬
ty; whatever is to be done by a judiceal sentence, the Judges
may pass the sentence.

It is perfectly clear therefore that Mr. Jeffer¬
son, whose views on constitutional questions
have been always enforced upon the country as

law. fully believed that the acquisition of Louis¬
iana was unconstitutional.

But it is said, and this is the only argument for
tin-admission of Texas, '.' it is sufficient that Lou¬
isiana and afterward Florida were acquired..
That settles all constitutional difficulties and
questions. If it was not constitutional before, it
is now." Iedeed, gentlemen of the South, most

ingenious casuists and abstractionists, did that
settle the Tariff question.did that settle the Bank
question ? Do you, you John Tyler and John C.
Calhoun, set up precedent as an answer to a con¬

stitutional objection I If you do, all that can be
said about it is, it makes a vast difference with
some men whose ox it was that gored the neigh
bor's bull.

Before closing this communication, I cannot
help referring to Mr. Webster's late letter on tiic
subject of the Annexation of Texas. That letter
has not been satisfactory to Mr. Webster's admi-
rers. As all have felt, he has not shown that in¬
superable obstacle to the annexation, which was

expected from him and which natural instinct,
almost, assures us exists. By referring to the
clause in the Constitution respecting the admis¬
sion of States, and not showing that it applies
only to territory then possessed and not subse-
quently acquired, ho has merely introduced an
element of doubt into the discussion. Respect-
ing the annexation of Texas, the question is not,
has Congress power to admit new States, but has
it power to acquire new territory ? No such pow-
cr is given in the Constitution.and Congress has
no [lowers except what arc given. Not having
the power to acquire territory, the power given in
the Constitution to admit new States could only
be exercised about the territory then possessed by
the Union. So the framers of the Constitution
undoubtedly understood it.and so Mr. Jefferson
understood it; for he declares that he violated
the Constitution by the purchase of Louisiana and
that Congress must also violate it by sanctioning
t'lc purchase.
What is the difficulty about Congress legisla-

ting for Liberia, or extending its protection over

that colony ' Is it not that the constitution does
not sanction our possessing or legislating for ter¬

ritory beyond our limits that wc can have no

colonies ? Aratus.

Gen. Jackson on Annexation.
It has long been known that General Jackson

was from the first in the confidence of those who
violently severed Texas from Mexico in order to

legalize Slavery in the former.for that is the
real and impelling reason. If Mexico had not
been inflexibly hostile to Slavery, the Revolution
in Texas would never have occurred. It was in
good part by the open countenance and secret

support of Gen. Jackson, then President, that
the success of the Texas rebellion was secured.
None, tiierefore, can be surprised to sec the
same Chief now actively promoting the cause ol
Annexation, and urging it by such arguments as

j the following. If there be any soundness, any
vitality in them, we ought at once to attack and
conquer Canada, since its strongholds are already
in the possession of Great Britain, filled with troops
and warlike stores,with no defensive works on our

side, and all the cities and towns of the North
within a few days' march of them.

But all this pretended alarm for the safety of
the South from Foreign aggression is the sheer¬
est cant and hypocrisy. The Mississippi River
and its tributaries arc the natural defences of
the South West.better than a thousand fortifi¬
cations. By the aid of these and their steam¬

boats, five hundred thousand brave riflemen can

be concentrated on any point on those waters in
twenty days, and any invading army which
could be inarched there would be destroyed in a

week more. But hear Old Hickory :

Hermitage, Feb. 12, 1814.

My Dear Sir: Yours of the 23d ultimo has
been received, and with it the Madisonian, con¬

taining Governor Gilmer's letter on the subject
of the annexation of Texas to the United States.
You are not mistaken in supposing that I have

formed an opinion on this interesting subject. It
occupied much of my attention during my Presi-
dency, and I am sure has lost none of its im-
portance by what has since transpired.

Soon after my election in 1^20, it was made
known to me by Mr. Erwin, formerly our Minis-
ter at the Court of Madrid, that whilst at that
Court, he had laid the foundation of a treaty
with Spain for the cession of the Floridas, and
the settlement of the boundary of Louisiana,
fixing the Western limit of the latter at the Rio
Grande,' agreeably to the understanding of
France.that he had written home to our Gov-
eminent for powers to complete and sign this
negotiation; but that, instead of receiving such
authority, the negotiation was taken cut of his
hands and transferred to Washington, and a new

treaty was there concluded, by which the Sabine,
and not the Rio Grande, was recognized and es¬
tablished as the boundary of Louisiana.

Finding that these statements were true, and
that our Government did really give up that im-
portant territory, when it was at its option to re

tain it, I was filled with astonishment. The
right to the territory was obtained from France:
Spain stood ready to acknowledge it to the Rio
Grande, and yet tlie authority asked by our Min-
ister to insert the true boundary, was not only
withheld, but in lieu of it, a limit was adopted,

i which stripped us of the whole of the vast coun¬

try lying between the two rivers.
On such a subject, I thought with the ancient

Romans, that it was right, never to cede any
land or boundary of the republic, but always to
add to it by honorable treaty, thus extending the
area of freedom ; and it was in accordanre with
this feeling that I gave our Minister to Mexico
instructions to enter upon a negotiation for the
retrocession of Texas to the United States.

This negotiation failed, and I shall ever rc-
gret it as a misfortune to both Mexico and the

I United States. Mr. Gilmer's letter presents many
of the considerations which in my judgement,
rendered the step necessary to the peace and
harmony of the two countries ; but the point in

j it, at that time, which most strongly impelled me
to the course I pursued, was the injustice done
to us by the surrender of the territory, when it
was obvious that it could have been retained

* That thus boundary could have been obtained, was
doubtless the 'i> lief uf our Minister in Spain ; but the offer
of tlie Spanish Government was probably (he Colorado.
certainly a line far West of the Sabuw.

wnhout increasing the consideration afterwards
given for the Floridas. I could not but fed thatthe surrender of so vast and important a territory
was attributable to an erroneous estim ttr of thetendency of our institutions, in which there was
mingled somewhat of jealousy to the risine
greatness ot the South and West &

But I forbear to dwell on this" part of the his.
toryof this question. It is past, and cannot now
be undone. W e can now only look at It as one
ol annexation, il Texas presents it to us ¦ and if
she docs, I do not hesitate to say that the welfare
and happiness o: our Union require that it should
be accepted.

If, in a military point of view alone, the ques.
tion be examined, it will hc found to be most
important to the United States to be in possession
of that territorv.

Great Britain has already made treaties with
Texas ; and we know that far-seeing nation never
omits a circumstance in her extensive intercourse
with the world, which can be turned to account
in increasing her military resources. May she
not enter into an alliance with Texas' and re¬
serving as she doubtless will' the Northwestern
boundary question as a cause of w ir with us
whenever she chooses to declare it, let us suppose
that, as an ally with Tex ts, we arc to fi^ht her!

j Preparatory to such a movement, she sends her
20,000 or 30,000 men to Texas ; organizes them
on the Sabine, where her supplies and arn)s C2IJ
be concentrated before we have even notice uf
her intentions; makes a lodgement on the Mis.
sissippi; excites the ne-jroes to insurrection; the
lower country fails, and with it New.Orleans;
and a servile war nines through the whole South
and West.

In the mean while she is also moving an army
along the upper Western frontier from Canada,
which in cooperation with the army from Texas,
spreads ruin ami havoc from the Lakes to the
Gulf of Mexico.
Who can estimate the national loss we may

sustain, before such a movement could be repelled
with such forces as wc could organize on short
notice ?

Remember that Texas borders upon us, on our

west, to 42° of north latitude, and is our southern
boundary to the Pacific. Remember, also, that
if annexed to the United States, our western
boundary would ;>c the Rio Grande, which is of
itself a fortification, on account of its extensive,
barren, and uninhabitable plains. With such a
barrier on our west, we are invincible. The
whole European world could not, in combinatioa
against us, make an impression on our Union.
Our population on the Pacific would rapidly in.
crease, and soon be strong enough for the "pro¬
tection of our eastern whalers, and, in the worst
event, could always be sustained by timely aid*
from the intermediate country.
from the Rio Grande, over laud, a large army

could not march, or be supplied, unless from the
Gulf by water, which, by vigilance, could always
be intercepted; and to march an army near the
Gulf, they could be harassed by militia, and de.
tained until an organized force could be raised to-
met, t them.

Hut I am in danger of running into unncee".

sary details, which my debility will not enable
me to close. The question is full of interest, also
as it affects our domestic relations, and as it may
bear upon those of Mexico to us. I will not un.

dertake to follow it out to its consequences in
those respects; though I must say that, in all
aspects, the annexation of Texas to the United
States promises to enlarge the circle of free insti¬
tutions, and is essential to the United States,
particularly as lessening the probabilities of future
collision wit'n foreign power, and giving them
greater tüieiency in speading the blessings of
peace.

I return you my thanks for your kind letter on

this subject, and subscribe myself, with great
sincerity, your friend and obedient servant,
ilou A. V. 13Kow.N. ANDREW J.V.KSO.V..

Tlie Unit.

To the Editor >\f The T, ibune :

I was a little affected by the censoriousness of
a censor of the pulpit who writes in The Tribune
of the 25th over the signature "Erasmus." He
is not pleased, it seems, with the use which Min-
isters of the Gospel are making of the l ite shock,

ing catastrophe at Washington. " In several

thrilling discourses growing out of it,"' which he
has heard, the speakers spoke of " the vanity of
ambition for fame and power, the brevity of
and the value of the consolations of Religion, ba*.
uttered no rebuke in reference to war." This he
deems a great mistake in the pulpit, undertakes--
to teach the teachers, and, lest his own authority
for right preaching on the subject should not be

sufficient, quotes authority for good preaching,
which, in his view, probably is first rate.

.Many of the Clergy, I believe, think that the
best way to prevent sin in any form is to attack
it in the passions of corrupt nature which produce
it. \YTar originates in the badness of the human
heart, just as the thunder-storm originates in the
foul state of the atmosphere. Purge out the nox¬

ious matter, and you prevent the storm. Let the
sinful passions of the heart be subdued, and there
is an end to their ravages in life. Here is where
the school of French philosophers failed; and
how well they succeeded.that same Voltaire
and others.in prev .ting war and the butchery
of human beings, the French Revolution tells.
They attempted to make the fruit good without
making the tree good. Oh, no! do riot send oar

Clergy to school to Voltaire to learn how to

preach against human slaughter. If they err on

this point, it is probably because they have fol-

I lowed the guidance of the Bible rather than that
of the very excellent, truthful, chaste-lipped Vol¬
taire. The philosophy of their directory is beau¬

tifully expressed in the following passage: " From
whence come wars and fightings among you ?.
Come they not hence even of your lusts which
war in your members ?"
The ancients tell us of a little animal called the

Ichneumon, which destroyed Crocodiles. Hoff
did the puny creature accomplish such a task?
By attacking the full grown animal ? No; hut

by going around on the beach and crushing the

eggs which the Crocodile had deposited in the
sand. They thought that the best way to kill
Crocodiles was to take them in the egg. Is not
evil always best crushed in the egg.the germ or

or the principle which produces it ? Let the rea¬
son of M Erasmus" take lessons from the instinct
of the Ichneumon.
Now we are very apt to suppose that we couM

do other people's business a little better than they
themselves do it, and that usually in proportion
to our ignorance of it. The censure of u Eras¬
mus" reminded me of a man with whom I
acquainted, who has sadly*ncglected his educa¬
tion till he has reached the neighborhood of lorty-
He imagines that if he were iicensed he shou.«
make a first rate preacher, at least when he shall
have completely mastered the art of reading-

Permit me to close with a stricture on the g&-
tleman's criticism. His quotation of the slangol
Voltaire is in verv bad taste. The sloughing*
that foul spirit should be permitted to lie bunee
in the corruption of his own grave. His b»tt»

and foul-mouthed attacks on the Gospel
are unbefitting the age and the nation, and wjs*
applied to our Protestant Clergy arc rather wo

much out of place to be any where in the vicW

of good taste. " Ye bungling soul-physieia^
to bellow for an hour or more," &c. -Xo?v *

e

language as this has served its dreadful po^
in the Providence of God, and wc arc sorry
sec it revived and adopted by any censor oi

pulpit now. Indeed, I think it *.9*F*£n
too much of a public journalist to print it, e* ^

had almost said) for my purpose.


